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Sara K. Rankin 
901 12th Avenue, Sullivan Hall, Seattle, Washington 98122 

(206) 398-4393 • rankins@seattleu.edu

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 

Seattle University School of Law: 
Professor. 2010-Present. 
Director, Homeless Rights Advocacy Project, Center for Civil Rights & Critical Justice.  
2014-Present. Oversee research, analysis, and advocacy projects, teach courses, and build 
strategic partnerships focused on homeless rights and housing justice issues. 

EDUCATION 

New York University School of Law, J.D. 2000. 
Harvard Graduate School of Education, M. Ed. 1994. 
University of Oregon, B.A. 1992. 

ARTICLES 

Setting the Stage for Johnson, 67 WM. & MARY L. REV (forthcoming 2026). 

Hiding Homelessness:  The Transcarceration of Homelessness, 109 CAL. L.. REV. 559 (2021). 

Civilly Criminalizing Homelessness, 56 HARV. C.R.-C.L. L. REV. 368 (solicited) (2021). 

Punishing Homelessness, 22 NEW CRIM. L. REV. 99 (solicited) (January 2019). 

The Influence of Exile, 76 MD. L. REV. 4 (2016) (reviewed in Jotwell, October 26, 2016; response 
piece from Professor Bill Quigley, The Influence of Exile: Three Stories, 76 MD. L. REV. 47 (2017). 

A Homeless Bill of Rights (Revolution), 45 SETON HALL L. REV. 383 (2015); excerpt reproduced in 
Juliet Brodie, Clare Pastore, Ezra Rosser & Jeffrey Selbin, Poverty Law, Policy and Practice. (2nd 
ed, 2020). 

Invidious Deliberation:  The Problem of Congressional Bias in Federal Hate Crime Legislation, 66 
RUTGERS L. REV. 563 (2014). 

BOOKS, PROFESSIONAL PUBLICATIONS & OTHER WORKS 

Homeless Advocacy (Carolina Press, Fall 2022). Co-author and editor of chapter entitled; “Yes in 
My Backyard: Building ADUs to Address Homelessness.” 

Legal Writing Sourcebook (3D ED. 2020) (invited). Co-author of chapter entitled, “Innovation and 
Activities Beyond the Classroom with Mary Bowman and Heather Baxter.”  

The New 1L: Teaching First-Year Students To Be Lawyers Through Actual Practice (Carolina 
Academic Press, April 2015) (co-editor and contributing author). Other contributors include Erwin 
Chemerinsky (Irvine), Michael Wishnie (Yale), Michael Millemann (Maryland), Stephen Schwinn 
(John Marshall), Nantiya Ruan (Denver). 

Homeless Rights Advocacy Project Report Series (editor of annual reports). Available at Link 

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/cf_dev/AbsByAuth.cfm?per_id=1572922
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Homeless Bills of Rights: An Advocate’s Guide (co-authored report with the National Law Center 
on Homelessness & Poverty) (April 2014).  
 
The Fully Formed Lawyer: Why Law Schools Should Require Public Service to Better Prepare 
Students for Private Practice, 17 CHAPMAN L. REV. 17 (invited symposium submission) (2013). 
 
We Have a Dream: Integrating Skills Courses in the First Year of Law School (and Beyond), 17 
CHAPMAN L. REV. 89 (with others) (invited symposium submission) (2013). 
 
Tired of Talking:  A Call for Clear Strategies for Legal Education Reform- Moving Beyond the 
Discussion of Good Ideas to the Real Transformation of Law Schools, 10 SEATTLE J. SOC. JUST. 11 
(2011). 
 
Rethinking Neutrality: Race and ADR, DISPUTE RES. J. 40 (August 1999). 

 
SELECT ONLINE PUBLICATIONS 
 

The Unavoidable Consequences of Being Human. Law & Political Economy Project | March 18, 
2024. 
 
The Unavoidable Consequences of Being Human (and Homeless). Lawyer Magazine | March 
2023. 
 
Homeless Rights Advocacy Project issues call to action for COVID-19.Real Change | April 8, 
2020. 
 
Seattle Has the Solution to Chronic Homelessness, We Just Need to Bring it to Scale. The 
Urbanist | April 1, 2019.  
 
Opinion: Seattle must invest in housing to solve chronic homelessness. Puget Sound Business 
Journal |November 19, 2018. 
 
Criminalizing homelessness is not just cruel: it's costly, too. CityMetric | July 25, 2018. 
 
Criminalizing Homelessness Doesn’t Work. City Lab | June 20, 2018. 
 
Why turning homelessness into a crime is cruel and costly. The Conversation | June 20, 2018. 
 
Criminalizing Visual Poverty -the Effects of Making Homelessness a Crime. Jurist | November 
21, 2016. 
 
Should Homelessness Be a Crime? Our State Grapples with Its Answer. Firesteel | August 27, 
2014. 
 

SELECT MEDIA 
 
US Homelessness surged 18 percent to record level, annual report says 
Washington Post, December 27, 2024. Link. 
 
Washington has 3rd highest homeless population in US, federal report shows 
KOMO News (TV), December 27, 2024. Link. 
 
What I Learned Reporting in Cities That Take Belongings From Homeless People 
ProPublica, December 27, 2024. Link. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2024/12/27/homeless-housing-costs-inflation/
https://komonews.com/news/local/washington-homeless-crisis-us-increase-department-housing-urban-development-hud-affordable-housing-soaring-rent
https://www.propublica.org/article/homeless-encampments-essay
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Federal judge dismisses King County homelessness lawsuit against Burien  
The Seattle Times, September 26, 2024. Link. 
 
The Photographer Who Is Changing the Way We Look at Homelessness 
The Seattle Met, August 29, 2024. Link. 
 
California orders statewide encampment sweeps, will Washington follow suit? 
KOMO News (TV), July 26, 2024. Link 
 
Regional homelessness efforts need success, but job tougher than ever 
The Seattle Times, July 15, 2024 
 
How will cities respond to the Supreme Court's homeless ruling?  
KALW (Radio) July 11, 2024. Link 
 
Fining & Jailing the Unhoused 
Public Radio, BeFM, South Korea (Radio) July 8, 2024. Link 
 
Understanding the Supreme Court’s Ruling on Sleeping Outside. 
The Gee Scott & Ursula Reutin Show, (Radio) July 2, 2024. Link 
 
Seattle homeless rights advocate on consequences of Supreme Court ruling. 
KNKX Public Radio,(Radio) July 2, 2024. Link 
 
‘Terrifying and dystopian’: the dark realities of the supreme court’s homelessness decision | 
Homelessness. The Guardian, June 29, 2024. Link 
 
Supreme Court allows cities to enforce camping bans.  
Fox 13 News, (TV) June 29, 2024.  Link  
 
WA leaders praise, fear Supreme Court’s homelessness ruling. 
The Seattle Times, June 29, 2024. Link 
 
U.S. Supreme Court Ruling Will Allow More Aggressive Homeless Encampment Removals. 
Pro Publica, June 29, 2024. Link 
 
Supreme Court says cities can punish people for sleeping outside. 
NPR, (Radio) June 28, 2024.  Link 
 
High Court reverses ruling on sleeping bans.  
Northwest News Radio, (Radio) June 28, 2024. Link 
 
Some cities facing homelessness crisis applaud Supreme Court decision, while others push 
back. 
The Washington Post, June 28, 2024. Link 
 
Supreme Court reverses Oregon homelessness case, finds Grants Pass public camping laws 
aren’t ‘cruel and unusual’ 
Oregon Live, June 28, 2024. Link 
 
Supreme Court gives cities and towns power to criminalize homelessness. 
High Country News, June 28, 2024. Link 
 

https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/homeless/federal-judge-dismisses-king-co-homelessness-lawsuit-against-burien/
https://www.seattlemet.com/news-and-city-life/2024/08/jm-simpson-photographer-homelessness-olympia
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkomonews.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fcalifornia-governor-gavin-newsom-washington-state-homelessness-crisis-services-resources-housing-republican-semi-bird-dave-reichert-jay-inslee-national-guard-infrastructure-bob-ferguson&data=05%7C02%7Crankins%40seattleu.edu%7C3869eb45feee4bbe34e908dcad7f8570%7Cbc10e052b01c48499967ee7ec74fc9d8%7C0%7C0%7C638576010433813025%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2heZEtbbcGIsgxGtJdr3kqmQoEXzULmtmIcnqTB%2FSzA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.kalw.org/show/your-call/2024-07-11/how-will-cities-respond-to-the-supreme-courts-homeless-ruling
https://befm.or.kr/board/down2.php?filecode=NDAzMTY=
https://play.cdnstream1.com/s/bonneville/the-gee-scott-ursula-reu-bdb2a5/hour-2-understanding-the-3aa37c
https://www.knkx.org/law/2024-07-02/supreme-court-decision-homeless-rights-advocate-sara-rankin-grants-pass-burien
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Fsociety%2Farticle%2F2024%2Fjun%2F29%2Flaw-professor-homeless-rights-supreme-court-ruling&data=05%7C02%7Crankins%40seattleu.edu%7Ca75f5070200c4e6018fc08dc9a149dc3%7Cbc10e052b01c48499967ee7ec74fc9d8%7C0%7C0%7C638554660565221911%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FDE5oVv69gMyir8yZOWZzu7oKShFJxGKeVC2Q6oMdaU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmms.tveyes.com%2FMediaCenterPlayer.aspx%3Fu%3DaHR0cDovL21lZGlhY2VudGVyLnR2ZXllcy5jb20vZG93bmxvYWRnYXRld2F5LmFzcHg%252FVXNlcklEPTk3NzQ3MCZNRElEPTIxNzcxOTUxJk1EU2VlZD0xMjk4JlR5cGU9TWVkaWE%253D&data=05%7C02%7Crankins%40seattleu.edu%7Ca75f5070200c4e6018fc08dc9a149dc3%7Cbc10e052b01c48499967ee7ec74fc9d8%7C0%7C0%7C638554660565285270%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MzyTvM9Dd2R7P2jcsC5%2F7qR%2FMdzFgK41ziJE0ULAmvs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.seattletimes.com%2Fseattle-news%2Fhomeless%2Fwa-leaders-praise-fear-supreme-courts-homelessness-ruling%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crankins%40seattleu.edu%7Ca75f5070200c4e6018fc08dc9a149dc3%7Cbc10e052b01c48499967ee7ec74fc9d8%7C0%7C0%7C638554660565238122%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XbR6zxNnCH6b4n645tizteW8OL0%2FOH1XN%2BQANU3wipg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.msn.com%2Fen-us%2Fnews%2Fus%2Fus-supreme-court-ruling-will-allow-more-aggressive-homeless-encampment-removals%2Far-BB1p6Thq%3Focid%3DBingNewsVerp&data=05%7C02%7Crankins%40seattleu.edu%7Ca75f5070200c4e6018fc08dc9a149dc3%7Cbc10e052b01c48499967ee7ec74fc9d8%7C0%7C0%7C638554660565245005%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6QqXQuo2o5%2F8ZqzM7Uw6ZBorSgibWdsLRAb9%2BJfOXm4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.npr.org/2024/06/28/nx-s1-5022843/supreme-court-says-cities-can-punish-people-for-sleeping-outside
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmms.tveyes.com%2FMediaCenterPlayer.aspx%3Fu%3DaHR0cDovL21lZGlhY2VudGVyLnR2ZXllcy5jb20vZG93bmxvYWRnYXRld2F5LmFzcHg%252FVXNlcklEPTk3NzQ3MCZNRElEPTIxNzcyODAyJk1EU2VlZD0xNDEwJlR5cGU9TWVkaWE%253D&data=05%7C02%7Crankins%40seattleu.edu%7Ca75f5070200c4e6018fc08dc9a149dc3%7Cbc10e052b01c48499967ee7ec74fc9d8%7C0%7C0%7C638554660565291084%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mOXyETckoJLnOjp9D4oYHxjgk%2FF%2B6N0e7p9nCX7OMWM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/2024/06/28/supreme-court-homelessness-cities-reexamine-policies/06f62190-35a8-11ef-872a-1d22f44a0d95_story.html
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/supreme-court-reverses-grants-pass-homelessness-case-finds-city-s-public-camping-laws-aren-t-cruel-and-unusual/ar-BB1p4dJj
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hcn.org%2Farticles%2Fsupreme-court-gives-cities-and-towns-power-to-criminalize-homelessness%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crankins%40seattleu.edu%7Ca75f5070200c4e6018fc08dc9a149dc3%7Cbc10e052b01c48499967ee7ec74fc9d8%7C0%7C0%7C638554660565228926%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mi7sYs%2BTTb%2FfwuC2129iAdBuBOcnJX6%2FuPmd%2FhuQbdI%3D&reserved=0
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After SCOTUS decision, WA homeless camping bans may gain traction. 
Cascade PBS News, June 28, 2024. Link 
 
SCOTUS lets cities ban homeless encampments, despite no shelter space. 
Fox 13 News, (TV) June 28, 2024. Link 
 
US Supreme Court decision that could change the way homelessness is regulated for the 
western US. 
KUOW, (Radio) January 28, 2024. Link 
 
What the Supreme Court Encampments Decision Means for Homeless People. 
Bloomberg, June 28, 2024. Link 
 
US Supreme Court rules in Grants Pass case that cities can punish people for sleeping in 
public. 
Oregon Public Radio, (Radio) June 28, 2024. Link 
 
SCOTUS to rule on punishing homelessness. 
King 5, (TV) June 24, 2024. Link 
 
Supreme Court to hear biggest homeless rights case in decades. What both sides say.  
USA Today, April 21, 2024. Link 
 
King County cities’ approach to homelessness in Supreme Court’s hands. 
The Seattle Times, January 18, 24. Link 
 
A Seattle suburb known for affordability becomes example of U.S. debate on homelessness. 
The Columbian, February 12, 24. Link 
 
Cities crack down on homeless encampments. Advocates say that’s not the answer. 
(Associated Press) November 28, 2023. Link 
 
Why is liberal Seattle appealing to the conservative U.S. Supreme Court over homeless camp 
sweeps?  
KUOW, (Radio interview) October 2, 23. Link 
 
One court case changed how West Coast cities deal with homeless encampments. 
The Seattle Times. (quoted) October 15, 23. Link 
 
Can a program to help homeless people with biggest needs pay off? 
The Seattle Times, July 23, 2023. Link 
 
Seattle’s starring role in the rise of conservative activist Christopher Rufo. 
KNKX Public Radio, June 20 2023. Link 
 
Trying to count unhoused people in WA is like nailing water to the wall. 
KUOW, March 28, 2023. Link 
 
Jeff Bezos says he’s giving away his wealth to charity. What does that mean? 
Vox, January 27, 2023. Link 
 
Cities continue to pass homeless camping ordinances.  
NPR-Oregon Public Radio, Think Out Loud, August 11, 2022.  
 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcrosscut.com%2Fnews%2F2024%2F06%2Fafter-scotus-decision-wa-homeless-camping-bans-may-gain-traction&data=05%7C02%7Crankins%40seattleu.edu%7Ca75f5070200c4e6018fc08dc9a149dc3%7Cbc10e052b01c48499967ee7ec74fc9d8%7C0%7C0%7C638554660565250982%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZUy5bY%2BfE8pxdTP09fAu5bapQIaaZwrJ3Q1WhsM8nQQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.msn.com%2Fen-us%2Fnews%2Fpolitics%2Fscotus-lets-cities-ban-homeless-encampments-despite-no-shelter-space%2Far-BB1p5TsQ%3Focid%3DBingNewsVerp&data=05%7C02%7Crankins%40seattleu.edu%7Ca75f5070200c4e6018fc08dc9a149dc3%7Cbc10e052b01c48499967ee7ec74fc9d8%7C0%7C0%7C638554660565256771%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MHjF1W55JI7ERTsF26eE1rsMOSAEfy8vpDtsn6Ik1xA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmms.tveyes.com%2FMediaCenterPlayer.aspx%3Fu%3DaHR0cDovL21lZGlhY2VudGVyLnR2ZXllcy5jb20vZG93bmxvYWRnYXRld2F5LmFzcHg%252FVXNlcklEPTk3NzQ3MCZNRElEPTIxNzcyODEyJk1EU2VlZD01MjUmVHlwZT1NZWRpYQ%253D%253D&data=05%7C02%7Crankins%40seattleu.edu%7Ca75f5070200c4e6018fc08dc9a149dc3%7Cbc10e052b01c48499967ee7ec74fc9d8%7C0%7C0%7C638554660565302625%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0zfNOGgb5zzYQ2XeVPlDLQqceHULxeC2I0T35jOLPRk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bloomberg.com%2Fnews%2Farticles%2F2024-06-28%2Fwhat-the-supreme-court-encampments-decision-means-for-homeless-people&data=05%7C02%7Crankins%40seattleu.edu%7Ca75f5070200c4e6018fc08dc9a149dc3%7Cbc10e052b01c48499967ee7ec74fc9d8%7C0%7C0%7C638554660565268294%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=66cxQRYTFOBmj%2BWHQJUzuJf0%2FxJsW1CsUNSrQzBaLHo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.opb.org%2Farticle%2F2024%2F06%2F28%2Fgrants-pass-homeless-supreme-court%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crankins%40seattleu.edu%7Ca75f5070200c4e6018fc08dc9a149dc3%7Cbc10e052b01c48499967ee7ec74fc9d8%7C0%7C0%7C638554660565273972%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MY2OTZt4SzWl3YveW7LV3Wxm7eH7PUNB1gc6AM0DyFs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmms.tveyes.com%2FMediaCenterPlayer.aspx%3Fu%3DaHR0cDovL21lZGlhY2VudGVyLnR2ZXllcy5jb20vZG93bmxvYWRnYXRld2F5LmFzcHg%252FVXNlcklEPTk3NzQ3MCZNRElEPTIxNzcxNzMxJk1EU2VlZD05NDE4JlR5cGU9TWVkaWE%253D&data=05%7C02%7Crankins%40seattleu.edu%7Ca75f5070200c4e6018fc08dc9a149dc3%7Cbc10e052b01c48499967ee7ec74fc9d8%7C0%7C0%7C638554660565279558%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JJir%2B8Ta%2FTvelkbiV7z9tnphrRtuqUgU19MJlx2MgFw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.msn.com%2Fen-us%2Fnews%2Fus%2Fsupreme-court-to-hear-biggest-homeless-rights-case-in-decades-what-both-sides-say%2Far-BB1lLsZE%3Focid%3DBingNewsVerp&data=05%7C02%7Crankins%40seattleu.edu%7Ca75f5070200c4e6018fc08dc9a149dc3%7Cbc10e052b01c48499967ee7ec74fc9d8%7C0%7C0%7C638554660565262578%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Exj%2B0SXl6TJss65Sie9TupxGh0WF3RnqxTOJiYiz6mQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/homeless/king-county-cities-approach-to-homeless-camps-in-u-s-supreme-courts-hands/
https://www.columbian.com/news/2024/feb/12/a-seattle-suburb-known-for-affordability-becomes-example-of-u-s-debate-on-homelessness/
https://apnews.com/article/homelessness-encampment-sweeps-cities-08ff74489ba00cfa927fe1cf54c0d401
https://www.kuow.org/stories/seattle-asks-scotus-to-overturn-homelessness-ruling
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/homeless/one-court-case-changed-how-west-coast-cities-deal-with-homeless-encampments/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/homeless/can-a-program-to-help-homeless-people-with-biggest-needs-pay-off/
https://www.knkx.org/politics/2023-06-20/how-liberal-seattle-created-a-powerful-conservative-influencer-christopher-rufo
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kuow.org%2Fstories%2Ftrying-to-count-unhoused-people-in-wa-is-like-nailing-water-to-the-wall&data=05%7C01%7Crankins%40seattleu.edu%7C0ac7aeb621f44f2581a908db33d4c098%7Cbc10e052b01c48499967ee7ec74fc9d8%7C0%7C0%7C638160761095860139%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CtJ%2BxNtML7xBez9zyyC1b23Bx4oLDMXGlhVbMZt6Vzo%3D&reserved=0
https://www.vox.com/recode/23553730/jeff-bezos-philanthropy-giving-pledge-charity
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Tiny home villages a potential solution to Spokane's homeless crisis 
CBS News-KREM2, (TV) May 19, 2022. 
 
Criminalizing Homelessness?  
The Dr. Phil Show, (TV) March, 2022. 
 
Hundreds of Portlanders are Living in Their Cars- Here’s How They Do It. 
Willamette Weekly, January 19, 2022. 
 
Vehicle Residency: Homelessness We Struggle to Talk About.  
The Nation, November 11, 2021.  
 
Can either of the candidates for Seattle mayor truly tackle the city's homelessness crisis? 
The Independent, November 01, 2021 
 
Looking to get around court rulings on homelessness, Washington cities may offer shelter, 
then crack down. The Seattle Times, February 20, 2021. 
 
COVID crisis: After losing jobs and homes, more people are living in cars and RVs and it's 
getting worse.  
USA Today, February 19, 2021. 
 
Concern for US homeless population as street counts canceled amid pandemic.  
The Guardian, January 21, 2021. 
 
Project Homeless FAQ: We've answered your questions on Seattle's Navigation Team.  
The Seattle Times, December 26, 2020. 
 
Amazon’s homeless shelter faces Seattle crisis, criticism.  
Associated Press, July 10, 2020. 
 
A new $1.6B proposal to house thousands experiencing homelessness in King County.  
NPR/KUOW, May 20, 2020. 
 
Cities Cut Back on Sweeps During Crisis.  Activists Hope They Will Stop for Good. 
HuffPost, April 14, 2020. 
 
Coronavirus will trigger ‘staggering and unprecedented’ increase in number of homeless in 
US, say experts. 
The Independent, April 11, 2020. 
 
Public Space, No Exceptions.  
Landscape Architecture Magazine, February 4, 2020. 
 
How Local and Federal Policies are Criminalizing Homelessness.  
The Takeaway- NPR/Public Radio International, January 2, 2020. 
 
‘No place to go’: How Kitsap is responding to a federal court ruling on homeless camping 
laws. 
MSN.com, December 9, 2019. 
 
When shelters are full, sleeping outside can be the only option. 
Bloomberg News, December 6, 2019. 
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The Homeless Fund: In Seattle, rapid rehousing with private sector provides ‘the normal 
things people take for granted,’ 
The Independent, November 28, 2019. 
 
Homelessness is on the Rise, Despite Efforts at Intervention. 
The Takeaway- NPR/Public Radio International, August 19, 2019. 
 
America’s Homeless Crisis Is Inspiring New Acts Of Cruelty. 
HuffPost, August 2, 2019. 
 
The Homelessness Crisis Is Getting So Bad that Cities are Now Building their Own Camps. 
Vice News, July 26, 2019. 
 
What Pete Buttigieg Has and Hasn’t Done About Homelessness in South Bend. 
The New Yorker, June 24, 2019.  
 
Amazon Led a Tax Rebellion. A Year Later, Seattle Is Gridlocked. 
Bloomberg, June 9, 2019. 
 
What’s the most humane and cost-effective way to end homelessness?  These experts have 
ideas. 
NPR/KUOW Sound Q, May 30, 2019. 
 
Why America Can’t Solve Homelessness. 
HuffPost, May 19, 2019. 
 
For Californians living in their cars, a church parking lot can briefly be home. 
The Washington Post, November 28, 2018. 
 
The Homeless Crisis Is Getting Worse in America's Richest Cities. 
Bloomberg Businessweek, November 20, 2018. 
 
Sweeping tents illegal without 'practical' alternatives, court rules. 
NPR/ KUOW, September 5, 2018. 
 
Court: Cities can't prosecute people for sleeping on streets. 
Associated Press; Washington Post; Los Angeles Times; Fox News, September 4, 2018. 
 
In a Growing Crisis, Seattle Uses City Hall as a Homeless Shelter. 
City Lab, August 23, 2018. 
 
Living Behind the Wheel. 
Slate, August 20, 2018. 
 
More Americans are forced to "reside" in their vehicles. 
CBS News, July 31, 2018. 
 
'It's the New Form of Affordable Housing': More Homeless People Are Living in Their Cars. 
Governing, July 24, 2018. 
 
Putting politics aside, Seattle’s ‘Third Door Coalition’ hopes to help end chronic homelessness. 
Q13 Fox, July 19, 2018. 
 
 



 

7 

  Sara Rankin 

Seattle lacks 'coherent strategy' to fight homelessness, expert says. 
KING 5 News, May 16, 2018. 
 
Solving Homelessness. 
Michael Medved Show Radio, May 14, 2018. 
 
This Seattle man won the constitutional right to live in his truck — it could be the start of a 
revolution in how we handle the homeless. 
Raw Story, May 10, 2018. 
 
A Conspicuous Bike Rack Gets Seattle Talking About Its Hostile Architecture. 
Architectural Digest, February 15, 2018. 
 
Mayor: Court order allowing homeless camps creates hazard. 
Associated Press; Washington Post; ABC News; NY Times; LA Times, November 9, 2017. 
 
Tech, housing boom creates homeless crisis on West Coast. 
Associated Press; CNBC; ABC News; US News & World Report, November 5, 2017.  
 
Is Homelessness a Right? Seattle Grapples with How to Respond to a Growing Crisis. 
Time Magazine, December 20, 2016. 
 
Seattle Experiments with New Solutions to Ease Homelessness. 
Associated Press; ABC News, MSN, February 18, 2016. 
 
Criminalizing Homelessness Can Now Cost Cities Federal Money . 
Think Progress, September 22, 2015. 
 
Homeless Bus Ticket Programs Across the Nation Offer Little Accountability, Poor Housing 
Solutions, Activists Say. 
International Business Times, July 24, 2015. 
 
Tent Cities: Seattle’s Unique Approach to Homelessness. 
Grist, June 10, 2015. 
 
Dealing with Homelessness: Criminalizing It Is Not the Answer, Says Law School Prof. Sara 
Rankin. 
Legal Broadcast Network, May 27, 2015. 
 
Seattle U Study Finds Laws Pile Up Against Homeless 
Seattle Times, May 10, 2015 
 

SELECT PRESENTATIONS 
 
West Coast Strategies Post-Grants Pass, Berkeley Law, March 23-24 2025, Convener 
(forthcoming) 
 
Cruelty & Justice, North Carolina Civil Rights Law Review (NCCRLR), Conference on Race, Class, 
Gender, and Ethnicity (CRCGE), February 28, 2025, Keynote (forthcoming) 
 
Setting the Stage for Johnson, William & Mary Law Review Symposium, February 7, 2025, 
Panelist 
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Disrupting Structural and Intersectional Violence, Co-Responder Outreach Alliance, December 
10, 2024, Featured Speaker 
 
The Time is Now: Integrating Homeless Rights Advocacy into Your Clinic or Clinical Program, 
NW Clinical Law Conference November 1-3, 2024, Plenary Speaker 
 
Empathy in Action. YWCA Bellingham, Leadership Breakfast: September 20, 2024, Keynote  
 
Pathways to Housing Security in Washington, Expert Resource Roundtable.  The William D. 
Ruckelshaus Center at Washington State University, Summer/Fall, 2023, Featured Speaker 
 
Criminalizing Homelessness. District & Municipal Court Judges’ Association (DMCJA), October 24, 
2023, Featured Speaker 
 
Overcriminalization of homelessness. Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law. Arizona State 
University, Academy for Justice & National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives 
(NOBLE), December 6, 2023, Featured Speaker 
 
Homeless encampments and a lawsuit aimed at improving the San Francisco’s management 
of this challenging problem. ACLU of CA and the Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights, December 
7, 2023, Panelist 
 
State of the “sweeps” – The politics of encampments and displacement in the “post” 
pandemic order. University of Washington. June 14, 2023, Featured Speaker 
 
Lawyering in Crisis: The Emerging Homelessness Clinic. Clinical Conference Panel at the 
Association of American Law Schools. Annual Conference on Clinical Legal Education, in San 
Francisco. April 27, 2023, Panelist 
 
Hiding the Unhoused. Federal Bar Association of the Western District of Washington - District 
Conference. March 20, 2023, Featured Speaker 
 
Welcome. Symposium. Seattle Journal for Social Justice, February, 2023, Welcome Speaker 
 
Access & Opportunity in the Legal System. Washington State Bar Association, CLE presentation, 
January, 2023, Featured Speaker 
 
Kirkland Special City Council Meeting, May 9, 2022, Featured Speaker 
 
Homelessness & the Pandemic, Salesforce, Zoom, November 19, 2021, Featured Speaker 
 
Homelessness & Pro Bono Practice, Amazon, Zoom, October 21, 2020, Featured Speaker 
 
Reading Tea Leaves: Commentary on Layser’s Housing Instability During the Pandemic, 
Poverty Law Conference, Zoom, July 7, 2020, Panelist 
 
Capital Gains Taxes as Resource for Housing, Councilmember Andrew Lewis & Former Labor 
Secretary Robert Reich, Seattle Channel, June 30, 2020, Featured Speaker 
 
Housing Providers Promising Practices Amid COVID-19, Housing Development Consortium & 
Washington Low Income Housing Alliance, Zoom ,June 19, 2020, Panelist 
 
Finding Common Ground on Homelessness, Snohomish County Annual Affordable Housing 
Community Forum, Everett, WA ,June 5, 2020 (rescheduled for Covid-19), Keynote 

https://ruckelshauscenter.wsu.edu/projects/current-projects/pathways-to-housing-security/
https://ruckelshauscenter.wsu.edu/projects/current-projects/pathways-to-housing-security/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2Fl_0YCgnJbg0%3Ffeature%3Dshared&data=05%7C02%7Crankins%40seattleu.edu%7C1f7689324cc44f83fd4b08dbfaa66d04%7Cbc10e052b01c48499967ee7ec74fc9d8%7C0%7C0%7C638379364938344093%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0kQpiJrT%2BcUI%2FQdBiomsF0g07D195xb5vs7DPPg1Dl8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2Fl_0YCgnJbg0%3Ffeature%3Dshared&data=05%7C02%7Crankins%40seattleu.edu%7C1f7689324cc44f83fd4b08dbfaa66d04%7Cbc10e052b01c48499967ee7ec74fc9d8%7C0%7C0%7C638379364938344093%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0kQpiJrT%2BcUI%2FQdBiomsF0g07D195xb5vs7DPPg1Dl8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvideo.deakin.edu.au%2Fmedia%2Ft%2F1_8w922jl3&data=05%7C01%7Crankins%40seattleu.edu%7Cfcea1a31042f4683a11a08db75ef91aa%7Cbc10e052b01c48499967ee7ec74fc9d8%7C0%7C0%7C638233445108516359%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tUY0aOrvmSdBVxlDsb%2BZZS%2FMo6Sz1fHKARpRPD57lR4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvideo.deakin.edu.au%2Fmedia%2Ft%2F1_8w922jl3&data=05%7C01%7Crankins%40seattleu.edu%7Cfcea1a31042f4683a11a08db75ef91aa%7Cbc10e052b01c48499967ee7ec74fc9d8%7C0%7C0%7C638233445108516359%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tUY0aOrvmSdBVxlDsb%2BZZS%2FMo6Sz1fHKARpRPD57lR4%3D&reserved=0
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Third Door Coalition Proposal to Solve Chronic Homelessness, Washington Low Income 
Housing Alliance Covid-19, Zoom ,May 27, 2020, Featured Speaker 
 
Solving Homelessness, Eastside Legal Assistance Program’s 10th Annual Breakfast for Justice, 
Bellevue, WA ,May 21, 2020 (rescheduled for Covid-19), Keynote 
 
Homeless Rights Advocacy, Seattle University Annual Emeriti & Honored Faculty Luncheon, 
Seattle WA ,May 12, 2020 (rescheduled for Covid-19), Keynote 
 
Pandemic Proof: Housing is Healthcare, Salesforce/Tableau, Webex ,April 21, 2020, Featured 
Speaker 
 
Hiding Homelessness, Poverty Law? Where We Go From Here, University of California Berkeley, 
Berkeley, CA, April 11, 2020, (rescheduled for Covid-19), Panelist 
 
Hiding Homelessness, Power at the Margins II: Mobilizing Across Housing Injustice, University 
of California Berkeley, Berkeley, CA, March 14, 2020 (rescheduled for Covid-19), Panelist 
 
Homelessness, Health, and Access to Health Care, Health Justice Project, Loyola University 
Chicago School of Law, February 25, 2020, Featured Speaker 
 
Housing Not Handcuffs, National Law Center on Homelessness & Poverty, National Webinar, 
December 10, 2019, Panelist 
 
Beyond Martin, 2019 National Law Center on Homelessness & Poverty Forum, Washington, DC 
,June 6, 2019, Panelist 
 
Martin: Where Do We Go Next with Policy, 2019 National Law Center on Homelessness & 
Poverty Forum, Washington, DC ,June 5, 2019, Panelist 
 
The City of Seattle...Dying or Thriving?, Washington Policy Center, Seattle, WA, May 23, 2019, 
Featured Speaker 
 
Martin v. Boise and Chronic Homelessness, 2019 Association of Law, Property, and Society 
Annual Meeting, Syracuse, NY, May 18, 2019, Panelist 
 
If Seattle is Dying then We are Complicit: Rethinking Causes & Solutions for Homelessness, 
University of Washington School of Law, Seattle, WA ,May 13, 2019, Featured Speaker 
 
New and Hopeful Approaches in Housing and Homelessness: Local and National Responses to 
the Crisis, Burnes Center on Poverty and Homelessness at the University of Denver's Graduate 
School of Social Work, Denver, CO, May 16, 2019, Featured Speaker 
 
Creative Ways to Teach About Homelessness, Higher Ed on Homelessness: Collaborating for 
Change, Seattle, WA ,May 10, 2019, Panelist 
 
Teaching Homeless Rights Advocacy, National Conference of Bar Examiners, San Francisco, CA 
,May 3, 2019, Featured Speaker 
 
Martin v. Boise:  Responding to Homelessness in Light of the 9th Circuit’s Opinion, Washington 
House Civil Rights and Judiciary Committee, Olympia, WA ,April 2, 2019, Featured Speaker 
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Ending Chronic Homelessness, Seattle Community Development Roundtable, Seattle Chamber 
of Commerce, Seattle, WA ,March 18, 2019, Panelist 
 
Ending Chronic Homelessness, Downtown Emergency Services Center Annual Breakfast, 
Seattle, WA ,October 10, 2018, Keynote  
 
Ending Homelessness Through Permanent Supportive Housing, Seattle Impact Group, Seattle, 
WA ,September 20, 2018, Featured Speaker 

National Forum on Human Right to Housing, National Law Center on Homelessness & Housing, 
Washington, DC ,June 27, 2018, Panelist 

Tiny Home Villages, South Lake Union Chamber of Commerce, Seattle WA ,June 7, 2018, Panelist. 

A Conversation About Housing Access & Affordability, Zillow Group, Seattle, WA ,May 30, 2018, 
Featured Speaker 

Homeless Rights Advocacy Research & Reports, University of Washington School of Law, Seattle, 
WA ,April 17, 2018, Featured Speaker 

Addressing the Housing Crisis, University of Washington School of Law, Seattle, WA ,January 16, 
2018), Panelist. 

Current Trends in Homelessness Advocacy and Scholarship, ClassCrit Conference, New Orleans, 
LA ,November 11, 2017, Panelist 

Collaboration as Resistance:  How Law Faculty and Local Activists Can Work Together to Fight 
the Criminalization of Homelessness, LatCrit Conference, Orlando, FL ,September 29, 2017, Panelist 
 
Recommendations of the Vehicle Residency Task Force, Seattle City Council, Seattle, WA 
,August 9, 2017, Panelist 

Combatting Criminalization, National Law Center on Homelessness & Poverty, New York, NY 
,June 6, 2017, Panelist 
 
Homelessness & the Influence of Exile, Boise City Club, Boise ID ,November 10, 2016, Keynote 
 
Finding Space, The Sophia Way Annual Luncheon, Bellevue, WA ,October 13, 2016, Keynote 
 
Pursuing Real Change, Real Change Annual Breakfast, Seattle, WA ,September 15, 2016, Keynote 
 
Homeless in Seattle: Responding to a State of Emergency, American Sociological Association 
Annual Meeting, Seattle, WA ,August 20, 2016, Panelist 
 
Citywide Education Strategies on Re-envisioning the Visibly Poor, Seattle City Council, Seattle, 
WA ,July 19, 2016, Featured Speaker 
 
Return of the American City, Redeeming the American Dream, University of Michigan Law 
School, Ann Arbor, MI ,March 11, 2016, Panelist 
 
The New 1L, Legal Writing Institute Biennial Conference, Portland, OR, July 10-13, 2016, Panelist 
 
Combatting Criminalization, National Forum on the Human Right to Housing, Washington, D.C.  
,June 2015, Panelist 
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The Crime of Homelessness, 2015 Law & Society Annual Meeting, Seattle, WA ,May 2015, 
Panelist 
 
Combatting Criminalization, 2015 American Bar Association/National Legal Aid & Defender 
Association Equal Justice Conference, Austin, TX ,May 2015, Featured Speaker 
 

INSTITUTIONAL SERVICE 
Member, Personnel Review Committee, 2024-Present 
Member, Appointments Committee, 2024-Present 
Co-Chair, Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Committee, 2023-2024 
Co-Chair, Intellectual Life Committee, 2022-2023 
Dean’s Designate, Personnel Review Committee, 2022-2023 
Member, Faculty Trust Scholar Committee, 2021-2022 
Faculty Chair, Social Justice Leadership Committee, 2020-2021 
Co-Convener, HEH (collaboration with SPU, UW, and SU), 2018-2020 
Faculty Advisor, Seattle Journal for Social Justice,  2018-2019 
Organizer, Finding Space to Solve Homelessness Forum, 2018 
Faculty Advisor, Seattle University Law Review 2017-2018 
Co-organizer, National Poverty Law Conference, 2016 
Member, Social Justice Leadership Committee, 2014-2015  
University Coalition to End Homelessness, 2014-2020 
Ashoka U Changemaker Designation Committee, 2015-2017 
 

RECENT COMMUNITY SERVICE 
National Homelessness Law Center Board. 2023-Present 
King County Public Defender Advisory Board. 2022-Present. 
We Are In Advisory Board. 2020-2023. 
Third Door Coalition, Co-Chair & Board. 2018- 2024. 
Housing Not Handcuffs Justice Network.2018-Present. 
King County Regional Homelessness Authority, Implementation Board. 2020-2023. 
Washington Low Income Housing Alliance. 2019-2021. 
Society of American Law Teachers (SALT); Co-President, 2016-18 Term; Executive Committee, 
2014-2019; Board, 2011-2019; Member, 2010-2019. 

 
RECENT AWARDS 

Partner of the Year, Downtown Emergency Services Center (DESC), Seattle, WA.2018.  
Change Agent of the Year. Real Change, Seattle, WA. 2016.  

 
PRACTICE EXPERIENCE 

Kirkland & Ellis LLP (Chicago), Partner, 2006-2009; Senior Associate 2005-2006 
McGladrey & Pullen LLP (Chicago), Assistant General Counsel 2005 
Sidley Austin Brown & Wood (Chicago), Associate 2000-2005 
 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
Washington Bar. Member, 2023-Present. 
Illinois Bar. Member, 2000-2023 


